
 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Youth Sunday 
May 9, 2021 

Our mission is to celebrate and 

 12“This is my 
commandment, that you 
love one another as I 
have loved you. 13No 
one has greater love 
than this, to lay down 
one’s life for one’s 
friends. 14You are my 
friends if you do what I 
command you. 15I do 
not call you servants any 
longer, because the 
servant does not know 
what the master is 
doing; but I have called 
you friends, because I 
have made known to 
you everything that I 
have heard from my 
Father.   

9“As the Father has 
loved me, so I have 

loved you; abide in my 
love. 10If you keep my 

commandments, you 
will abide in my love, 
just as I have kept my 

Father’s commandments 
and abide in his love. 11I 
have said these things to 
you so that my joy may 
be in you, and that your 

joy may be complete.  
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WELCOME TO ST. MICHAEL’S!   
If you are visiting with us for the first time, please share in all that is ours in Christ!  We invite you to 

consider making St. Michael’s your church home.  Please ask us about our participation in God’s 
mission in the world.  By God’s grace we celebrate and share Christ.  

Ministers: The People of St. Michael’s 
The Reverend Christopher Bruesehoff, Pastor (pastor@stmlutheran.org) 

Mark P. Dishong, Director of Music (markdishong@gmail.com) 
601 Kings Highway N., Cherry Hill, NJ 08034 

856-667-0973, Fax:  856-755-1247 
office@stmlutheran.org   www.stmichaelslutheranchurch.org 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24280 and OneLicense.net #A-711336. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in 

the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

PARISH CALENDAR 
Sunday, May 9 Sixth Easter 

Happy Mother’s Day 
10:00 AM In-Person/Outdoor and  

Virtual Worship available on Facebook and YouTube 
(Please bring your own chair (s) and sit in-household groups) 

Monday, May 10 
No Scheduled Activities 

Tuesday, May 11 
12:00 PM Narcotic Anonymous Meeting 

7:00 PM Congregational Council Meeting - Zoom Only  
Wednesday, May 12 

11:00 AM Bible Study - Zoom Only  
7:00 PM Bible Study - Zoom Only  

Thursday, May 13 
No Scheduled Activities  

Friday, May 14 
12:00 PM Narcotics Anonymous Meeting 

Saturday, May 15 
No Scheduled Activities 

Sunday, May 16 - Seventh of Easter 
10:00 AM In-Person/Outdoor and  

Virtual Worship available on Facebook and YouTube 
(Please bring your own chair (s) and sit in-household groups) 

6:00 PM Narcotics Anonymous Meeting 
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INTRODUCTION 
This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of the vine. Christ the 
vine and we the branches are alive in each other, in the mystery of mutual abiding described in the 
gospel and the first letter of John. Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living and life-giving self and 
makes us alive with Christ’s life. As the vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We 
are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the world. 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

PRELUDE:  “Bagatelle” James Hook 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Leader:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
ALL: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Leader:  Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.  
 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 
 
We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death to life, from 
tears to joy. We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 
like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with 
strangers. Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and 
forgiveness. Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. Make us one, risen Christ. 
Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
ALL:  Amen. 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN:  “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us With Your Love ” CHEREPONI                         ELW 708 

GREETING 
Leader:  Alleluia! Christ is risen!  ALL:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Leader:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.   
ALL:  And also with you. 
 

Refrain 
 Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love,  show us how 

to serve  the neighbors we have from you. 
 
1 Kneels at the feet of his friends, 
 silently washes their feet, 
 master who acts as a slave to them.  Refrain 
 
2 Neighbors are wealthy and poor, 
 varied in color and race, 
 neighbors are near us and far away.  Refrain 

3 These are the ones we will serve, 
 these are the ones we will love; 
 all these are neighbors to us and you.  Refrain 
 
4 Kneel at the feet of our friends, 
 silently washing their feet: 
 this is the way we will live with you.  Refrain 

Text: Tom Colvin, 1925-2000, alt. 
Text © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Leader:  Let us pray.  O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. 
Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises, 
which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
ALL:  Amen.  
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

FIRST READING Acts 10:44-48 
While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his family, the Holy Spirit comes upon them. 
Recognizing that the Spirit works inclusively in the lives of both Jews and Gentiles, Peter commands that these Gentiles also 
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.  

 
Reader:  A reading from Acts. 
 
44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The circumcised 
believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out 
even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter 
said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just 
as we have?” 48So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to 
stay for several days.  
Reader:  The word of the Lord.  ALL:  Thanks be to God.   
 

SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-6  
God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God’s commandments. Thus the world is conquered 
not through military might but through love and faith.  

 
Reader:  A reading from 1 John. 
 
1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the parent 
loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his 
commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments 
are not burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that 
conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is 
the Son of God?  6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but 
with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.  
 
Reader:  The word of the Lord.  ALL:  Thanks be to God.   
 

GOSPEL:  John 15:9-17  
On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they would have with him. Those who abide in his 
word and love bear fruit, for apart from him, they can do nothing. 

 
Leader: The holy gospel according to John.  ALL: Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in 
his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be 
complete.  12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I 
command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the 
master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have 
heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear 
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fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving 
you these commands so that you may love one another.”  
 
Leader:  The Gospel of the Lord.  ALL:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
 

NICENE CREED   
ALL:  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 
the Father; through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the  virgin Mary and became truly human.  For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into  heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  We acknowledge one baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS 
Leader:  Remembering the life of Nicolaus Zinzendorf, we pray on this sixth Sunday of Easter for the 
Moravian Church, for the baptized around the world, and for all people according to their needs, 
responding to each petition with the words “fill us with your love.” 
 
O triune God, we praise you for your wondrous love, for the witness of Moravian Christians, and for the 
steadfastness of believers throughout this pandemic. Whenever churches face hardship or challenge, 
strengthen us in affection within and between denominations. Hear us, loving God: 
All:  fill us with your love. 
 
Leader:  We praise you for the beauty of spring, and we stand in awe of even the hungry cicadas. 
Wherever creation is beckoning us to lives of ecological restraint, teach us your care of our earth. Hear 
us, creating God. 
All:  fill us with your love. 
 
Leader:  We praise you for all efforts to achieve peace throughout the world. Wherever violence 
prevails, wherever brutality silences protest, wherever prejudice reigns, wherever the rich oppress the 
poor, lead us and all nations into the ways of justice. Hear us, righteous God: 
All:  fill us with your love. 
 
Leader:  We praise you for the gradual lessening of the pandemic and for your gift of vaccines. 
Wherever the virus still rages (especially India, Turkey, and South America), wherever medical 
resources are depleted, wherever medical advice is rejected, extend the power of your healing hand. Be 
present with all who today will die, and visit all who are sick or suffering, especially . . . . Hear us, 
healing God: 
All:  fill us with your love. 
 
Leader:  We praise you for the loving support of mothers to their children. Bless mothers, stepmothers, 
foster mothers, godmothers, and all of each gender who give mothering care. Protect mothers in societies 
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where women have few rights. Comfort those who grieve because they cannot mother a child. Wherever 
children are deprived of mothering, provide responsible and affectionate care. Hear us, mothering God: 
All:  fill us with your love. 
 
Leader:  We praise you for calling yourself our friend. Receive now the petitions of our own hearts. Hear 
us, dearest God: 
All:  fill us with your love. 
 
Leader:  We praise you for the witness of all who have died in the faith, especially for Nicolaus 
Zinzendorf, the apostle Matthias, and those we name in our hearts. Keep us united with all your children 
until we join them in your presence forever. Hear us, everlasting God: 
All:  fill us with your love. 
 
Leader:  In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 
goodness and mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
ALL:  Amen.  
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

Leader:  The peace of Christ be with you always. ALL:  And also with you. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC 
   “Minuet” - J. S. Bach 
 

OFFERING 
Offering is still being gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. You are 
invited to send your offering in to the church office through the mail or by having your bank mail a 
check directly. You can also contribute using any of the electronic giving options found on our church 
website. 
 

OFFERATORY HYMN:  “Create in Me a Clean Heart”                   ELW #186 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and the gifts 
we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, 
Jesus Christ.  
ALL:  Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   
A:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
ALL:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

LAMB OF GOD:                    ELW S146 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
Leader:  Praise to you, O God, for your Word of life:  
creating a wondrous universe, proclaiming freedom from captivity, becoming the song of your people. 
We praise you, O God, for your Word. 
ALL: We praise you, O God, for your Word. 
  
Leader:  Your Word is made flesh among us: 
with Mary in the garden, you call us by name. With Thomas beholding your wounds, you call us to 
believe. With sheep of others folds, we are gathered by your voice. Your Word names our death and our 
life:  a seed that falls into the earth and dies, rain and snow that come down from heaven to water the 
earth, a vine in which we abide. Through your Word, you appoint us to bear fruit, fruit that will last. We 
bless you, O God, for your Word. 
ALL: We bless you, O God, for your Word. 
  
Leader:  By your living Word, we are witnesses of these things.  
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Breathe into us your Holy Spirit. Open our minds to understand the scriptures. Give us wisdom to declare 
what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our 
hands concerning the word of life. Fill us with strength to love, not in word or speech alone, but in truth 
and action. With every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in 
them, we join in the hymn of all creation, as we thank you, O God, for your life-giving Word. 
ALL: We thank you, O God, for your life-giving Word. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

BLESSING   
Leader:  May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 

The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
ALL:  Amen 
 

SENDING HYMN  “Jesus Loves Me”     JESUS LOVES ME           ELW #595 

Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820-1915, alt. 

 

DISMISSAL   
A:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
ALL:   Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
A:  Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
ALL:   Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE   
 “Shout to the Lord” 

 
UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 
Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the church, hymnwriter, died 1760 
Sunday, May 9, 2021 
When he was 22, a group of Moravians asked permission to live on Zinzendorf's land. He agreed, and 
eventually worldwide Moravian missions emanated from this community. Zinzendorf participated in 
these missions, and is also remembered for writing hymns characteristic of his Pietistic faith. 
 
Matthias, Apostle 
Friday, May 14, 2021 
Matthias was the apostle added to the Twelve after Jesus' resurrection, as a replacement for the dead 
Judas Iscariot. He had traveled among the followers of Jesus throughout the Lord's ministry. Formerly 
commemorated on February 24, Matthias's celebration is moved to May 14 in agreement with most 
Western calendars. 

1 Jesus loves me! this I know, 
 for the Bible tells me so; 
 little ones to him belong, 
 they are weak, but he is strong. 
 
Refrain 
 Yes, Jesus loves me, 
 yes, Jesus loves me, 
 yes, Jesus loves me, 
 the Bible tells me so. 

2 Jesus loves me! he who died 
 heaven's gates to open wide; 
 he will wash away my sin, 
 let his little child come in.  Refrain 
 
3 Jesus loves me! he will stay 
 close beside me all the way; 
 when at last I come to die, 
 he will take me home on high.  Refrain 
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Return to In-Person Worship 
As we progress through the pandemic, we are all anxious to get back to worshipping together.   St. 
Michael’s Council remains committed to the safety of our congregation and our community and 
therefore we are waiting for our area’s COVID status to reach Yellow (10 new cases per 100k people) 
before returning to indoor worship.   However, the Easter Vigil service showed that we CAN worship 
safely together - outside.  For the month of May, we will have one outdoor service each Sunday 
at 10am.   The outdoor service will be live streamed to Facebook and YouTube the same as our recorded 
services have been.   In the coming weeks, we will build upon what we learned from the Easter Vigil 
service to improve the video and sound quality while we are worshipping safely outside.    At this time, 
we are planning outdoor services for one month and then the Council will reassess our path forward 
based on latest COVID-19 status and community vaccination status.   If you have any questions, please 
reach out to Pastor Chris or Kim Billet. Please bring your own chair (s) and sit in household groups. 

CONFIRMATION 
Confirmation Sunday, will be May 23, at St. Michael’s, at the 10:00 AM In-person/Outdoor service. If 
you need information please contact Pastor Chris.  

BIBLE STUDY/ADULT EDUCATION 
Bible Study will be May 12th, at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM over Zoom. The text will be John 17:6-19. If 
you have a chance please read the text before we meet. For more information check the weekly email or 
contact the church office.  

Friday Night Hangout 
The next Friday Night Hangout will be June 11, 7-9 PM, on Zoom. 

 
Zumba! 

May 16, Karen Roorda and her sister Amy will be leading a Zumba class.  It will be a fun time of music 
and movement!  Wear a mask and comfortable clothes. Contact Elizabeth at 
stmichaelslutheran.youthgroup@gmail.com or the church office for more information.  

DEDICATION 
The dedication this Sunday is by Frances Olivo in honor of Mother’s Day, and her son Robert Olivo for 
his birthday, and in memory of her Mother, Amanda Sindoni.    

MARTHA’S CIRCLE 
Silly rabbit….Easter is for Jesus! Martha Circle is happy to report even in these times of covid we 
continue to deliver. Thanks to the crocheting skills of Allyson Zinman we were able to give our 11 shut-
ins bunnies and baskets filled with sweet treats and a beautiful card designed by Dottie Leonard. All to 
remind them even though we cannot be together right now, they are always close in thought and prayer. 
Martha Circle hopes to resume our monthly meetings in the Fall. Special thanks to my dynamic duo, 
Millie Wilcox and Jo-Ann Guenther. We met to assemble the gift bags and arranged for their delivery.  

mailto:stmichaelslutheran.youthgroup@gmail.com
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LSM – Food Pantry 
Lutheran Social Ministries manages affordable housing in North Camden and a senior residence in 
Pennsauken. Our feeding ministry provides groceries monthly. These items are requested:  

•Beefaroni, Spaghetti O’s or Mini Ravioli 

•Grape jelly/jam 

•Cooking oils/spray 

•Coffee/non-dairy creamer 

•Long grain white rice (box or 1-2 pound bags) 

•Tuna, chicken, corned beef or Vienna sausages 

•Applesauce, canned pineapple/mixed fruits 

•Apple juice, iced tea mix or regular tea bags 

•Toilet tissue/paper towels 

•Laundry soap 

•Bar soap, toothpaste/brushes, deodorant, 
feminine hygiene items 

•Hispanic Adobo or Sazon seasoning; Goya 
tomato sauce 

H.O.P.E. Grief Support Group 
Helping Other People Evolve (H.O.P.E.) is a support group for those who have lost a spouse, partner or 
significant other. For over 40 years, it has comforted and supported people with their grieving 
experience. In-person meetings at St. Michael's are on hold. However, H.O.P.E. continues to host 
meetings on Wednesdays from 7:30 to 9:00 PM on Zoom. The next session begins Jan 6. For info call 
group leader Jean Hughes at 856-983-8867 or visit www.hopesnj.org.  

CROSS ROADS SUMMER CAMP! 
Looking forward to safe and fun activities for your kids or your family this summer? Cross Roads will be 
running 4 weeks of summer camp with programs for kids completing grades 2-12.  Check out their 
website (www.crossroadsretreat.com) for the schedule of week-long programs starting July 11. Cross 
Roads also offers family camp in August if you are looking for a great camp experience for the whole 
family!  Reach out to the Billet or Bruesehoff Families if you have any questions about camp and talk to 
Pastor Chris about financial resources that are available. 

http://www.hopesnj.org
http://www.crossroadsretreat.com/
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FINANCIAL UPDATE FOR 
March 31, 2021 

Statement of Income and Expense 
Actual General Fund Income (ALL) = $50,902 

Actual General Fund Expenses = $82,077 
Expenses are exceeding income by $31,175  

 

Note: Actual General Fund Income does not include the transfer of 2020 Memorial Fund Income, 
$9,145; the transfer of Rental Fund Reserves, $25,000; and, the receipt of the SBA Payroll Protection 
Program grant, $30,612. 

 
Treasurer’s Note 

At our Annual Meeting on January 31, 2021, we approved a General Fund spending plan that anticipated 
our monthly total income would average $20,449. In March, monthly total income was $12,080, 40% 
less than the average. For the quarter ending March 31st, our budgeted monthly total income projection 
was $61,347. Our actual total income for the quarter was $50,902, 17% less than projected. 

What’s a QCD? 
If you are 70.5 or older and have an IRA you probably know what an RMD is, right? Each year you 
must withdraw from your account a Required Minimum Distribution. The RMD is taxable income.  
 

A Qualified Charitable Distribution is a way to satisfy all or part of your RMD, benefit your church or 
other qualified charitable organization, and reduce your adjusted gross income and taxable income 
resulting in a lower overall tax liability. 
 

Here is an example. Say you have an IRA and your Required Minimum Distribution for the current year 
is calculated by your IRA Custodian to be $5,000. You want to give St. Michael’s $2,500 during the 
year. Instead of writing checks to St. Michael’s and using the weekly envelopes, you contact your IRA 
Custodian and have them send a check for $2,500 directly to the congregation. When you prepare your 
tax returns, inform your tax professional that you made a QCD to St. Michael’s. (St. Michael’s will 
provide you with a gift letter acknowledging receipt of the gift you directed your IRA Custodian to 
facilitate.) Your adjusted gross income and taxable income is reduced by the amount of the QCD. You 
benefit St. Michael’s and you reduce your tax liability. This is a significantly greater tax benefit than the 
itemized charitable deduction which under the new tax law may be out of reach for many taxpayers as 
the standard deduction has increased significantly. 
Some members of St. Michael’s are already using QCDs to make their financial contributions to the 
congregation. If you have questions, please contact your tax professional or financial planner. Financial 
Secretary, Tom Gano, or Pastor Chris can also answer general questions about QCDs. 


