
 

 

 

1The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has sent 
me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to 
the prisoners; 2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God;  to comfort all who 
mourn; 3 to provide for those who mourn in Zion— to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of 
mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of 
the Lord, to display his glory. 4 They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they 
shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. 8 For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery and 
wrongdoing; will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 9 Their 
descendants shall be known among the nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall 
acknowledge that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. 10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being 
shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of 
righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11 For as the 
earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause 
righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

faithful  

Much like the ancient audience for whom the words of Isaiah 61 were originally spoken, faith communities are in a 
new place. Like those who faced rebuilding Jerusalem, many of us feel that our beloved churches have suffered the 
brunt of attack, and we wonder if it’s even possible to rebuild them so they will be around for more than another gen-
eration. The words of Isaiah 61 call us to a different path, one of action and faith. The prophet’s message was not a call 
to grasp at security or embrace complacency. These were words of challenge, risk, and service. Is not this message still 
relevant for us today? To respond to this call to ministry we will have to take off our mourning clothes and take the 
risk of being generous, in order to bring about this realization of God’s will.  
Reflect: What is something you are looking forward to now? What helps you in the waiting when the promised future 
seems far off? How does God’s faithfulness support you in your waiting? Is someone waiting for you to be faithful?  
Pray: Everlasting God, you have been faithful to us beyond measure. We can hardly wrap our minds around the eter-
nal nature of your love for us. May we live in gratitude for what you have done for us, and may we live always to your 
glory. Amen. 


