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GREETING 
LEADER: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love  
of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
ALL: And also with you. 
 
DIALOGUE 
LEADER: In the beginning was the Word,  
ALL: and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  
LEADER: In the Word was life,  
ALL: and the life was the light of all people.  
LEADER: The Word became flesh and lived among us,  
ALL: and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth.  
 
MARTIN LUTHER’S MORNING PRAYER 
LEADER: The Lord be with you. 
ALL: And also with you. 
 
LEADER:  Let us pray.  We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, 
through Jesus Christ your dear Son, that you have protected us 
through the night from all harm and danger.  We ask that you 
would also protect us today from sin and all evil, so that our life 
and actions may please you.  Into your hands we commend 
ourselves: our bodies, our souls, and all that is ours.  Let your 
holy angels be with us, so that the wicked foe may have no 
power over us.   
ALL:  Amen. 
 
PSALMODY:  Psalm 111:1-10 (Read together) 
1Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, in 
the assembly of the upright, in the congregation. 
2Great are your works, O Lord, pondered by all who delight in 
them. 
3Majesty and splendor mark your deeds, and your righteousness 
endures forever. 
4You cause your wonders to be remembered; you are gracious 
and full of compassion.  
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5You give food to those who fear you, remembering forever your 
covenant. 
6You have shown your people the power of your works in giving 
them the lands of the nations. 
7The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice; all of your 
precepts are sure. 
8They stand fast forever and ever, because they are done in truth 
and equity.  
9You sent redemption to your people and commanded your 
covenant forever; holy and awesome is your name. 
10The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all who 
practice this have a good understanding. God’s praise endures 
forever.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
LEADER:  Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into 
your radiant presence and continually reveal your Son as our 
Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak truth to us 
in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
ALL: Amen. 
 

Silence for Reflection 
 
PRAYERS 
LEADER:  Draw your church together, O God, into one great 
company of disciples, together following our teacher Jesus 
Christ into every walk of life, together serving in Christ's mission 
to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever 
you will send us. We pray for the children, youth and family 
ministry leaders of our church participating in the ELCA Youth 
Ministry Network Extravaganza, “Holding Loosely.” We pray 
that they will grow and be strengthened for ministry through 
this time of spiritual renewal, continuing education, networking 
and mutual support. Strengthen and sustain pastors and 
bishops especially Rev. Christopher Bruesehoff, our Pastor, Rev, 
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Tracie Bartholomew, our Bishop and Rev. Elizabeth Eaton, our 
Presiding Bishop, that with patience and understanding they 
may love and care for your people, for the sake of Jesus Christ 
our Lord.   ALL:  Amen. 
  
LEADER:  Gracious and holy God, give us diligence to seek 
you, wisdom to perceive you, and patience to wait for you. 
Grant us, O God, a mind to meditate on you; eyes to behold 
you; ears to listen for your word; a heart to love you; and a 
life to proclaim you. We are not much different from Peter, 
James or John, who were unsure what they were 
witnessing when God’s glory shined brightly in Jesus during 
his transfiguration. Grant us patience and faith in God’s 
promise, that we, too, will someday experience glory and 
joy in the kingdom of heaven; through the power of the 
Spirit of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
ALL:  Amen. 
  
LEADER:  O God, it is your will to hold both heaven and earth in 
a single peace. This month we celebrate Black History Month. 
We give thanks for the gifts, accomplishments, influence and 
witness of our African-descent neighbors who stand together 
with us as partners in the gospel, doing God’s work in the 
world. Though unified as siblings in Christ, we ask God to guide 
and help our church in its commitment to socioeconomic 
equity and racial justice and reconciliation. Let the design of 
your great love shine on the waste of our wraths and sorrows, 
and give peace to your church, peace among nations, peace in 
our homes, and peace in our hearts; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  
ALL:  Amen. 
  
LEADER:  Gracious God, your Son called on you to forgive his 
enemies while he was suffering shame and death. Lead our 
enemies and us from prejudice to truth; deliver them and us 
from hatred, cruelty, and revenge; and in your good time enable 
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us all to stand reconciled before you; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
ALL:  Amen. 
  
LEADER:  Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may 
move every human heart; that the barriers dividing us may 
crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; and that, with 
our divisions healed, we might live in justice and peace; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
ALL:  Amen. 
 
LEADER:  Almighty and most merciful God, we call to mind 
before you all whom it is easy to forget: those who are 
homeless, destitute, sick, isolated, and all who have no one to 
care for them. We pray for all those who experience food 
insecurity across our nation and around the world. Ask God to 
help us envision how we can work together to bring relief and 
hope and to address the root causes of hunger and poverty.May 
we bring help and healing to those who are broken in body or 
spirit, that they may have comfort in sorrow, company in 
loneliness, and a place of safety and warmth; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
ALL: Amen. 
  
LEADER: Almighty God, we lift before you all who govern, 
especially:  President Joseph Biden, Governor Phil Murphy, 
Mayor Susan Shin Angulo, all legislators and members of the 
judiciary. May those who hold power understand that it is a trust 
from you to be used, not for personal glory or profit, but for the 
service of the people. Drive from us cynicism, selfishness, and 
corruption.  Grant in your mercy just and honest government; 
and give us grace to live together in unity and peace; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.    
ALL:  Amen. 
  
LEADER:  Holy Trinity, one God, you show us the splendor 
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of diversity and the beauty of unity in your own divine life. 
Make us, who came from many nations with many 
languages, a united people that delights in our many 
different gifts. We Ask God to help us listen to each other 
with respect and to address and heal the political and 
ideological divisions that discourage us from treating one 
another with love and concern as neighbors and siblings in 
Christ. We pray that the Spirit will unite us and lead us in 
the work we must do together for the well-being of our 
communities, nation and neighbors in need. Defend our 
liberties, and give those whom we have entrusted with 
authority the spirit of wisdom, that there might be justice 
and peace in our land. We pray in the name of Jesus 
Christ, our sovereign and our Savior. 
ALL:  Amen. 
  
LEADER:  Pour into our hearts, O God, the Holy Spirit's gift of 
love, that we may share the joy of friendship, human and divine, 
revealed in the love of Jesus Christ, who lays down his life for his 
friends and in whose name we pray. ALL:  Amen. 
  
LEADER:  O God, give us grace to set a good example to all 
among whom we live, to be just and true in all our dealings, to 
be strict and conscientious in the discharge of every duty; pure 
and temperate in all enjoyment, gracious and generous and 
courteous toward all; so that the mind of Jesus Christ may be 
formed in us and all may know that we are his disciples; in whose 
name we pray. 
ALL:  Amen. 
  
LEADER:  Almighty God, we humbly thank you for your goodness 
to us and to all that you have made. We praise you for your 
creation, for keeping us and all things in your care, and for all the 
blessings of life. Above all we bless you for your immeasurable 
love in redeeming the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, for the 
means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us 
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such an awareness of your mercies that with thankful hearts we 
praise you, not only with our lips but in our lives, by giving 
ourselves to your service and by living in your gifts of holiness 
and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all worship and praise, 
now and forever. 
ALL:  Amen. 
  
LEADER:  Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work or watch 
or weep, and give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend 
the sick, give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the 
suffering, comfort the afflicted, shield the joyous; especially 
today we pray for...those we name aloud now...and those we 
hold in our hearts. All for your love’s sake. 
ALL:  Amen. 
 
LEADER:  Merciful God, your healing power is everywhere about 
us. Strengthen those who work among the sick; give them 
courage and confidence in all they do. Encourage them when 
their efforts seem futile or when death prevails. Increase their 
trust in your power even to overcome death and pain and crying. 
May they be thankful for every sign of health you give, and 
humble before the mystery of your healing grace; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
ALL:  Amen. 
 
LEADER:  In you, Creator all-mighty, we have our preservation 
and our bliss. In you, Christ, we have our restoring and our 
saving. You are our mother, brother, and savior. In you, our Lord 
the Holy Spirit, is marvelous and plenteous grace. You are our 
clothing; for love you wrap us and embrace us. You are our 
maker, our lover, our keeper. Teach us to believe that by your 
grace all shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of 
things shall be well. 
ALL:  Amen. 
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LEADER:  Let us pray together. 
O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we 
cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through 
perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not 
knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us 
and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
ALL:  Amen. 
 
LEADER:  Let us pray with confidence: 
ALL:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
LEADER:  God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill 
you; and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace.   
ALL:  Amen. 


