
 
Third Sunday of Easter 

April 18, 2021 at 8:15 & 11:00 AM 
 

36bJesus himself stood 
among [the disciples] 

and said to them, “Peace 
be with you.” 37They 

were startled and 
terrified, and thought 

that they were seeing a 
ghost. 38He said to them, 

“Why are you 
frightened, and why do 

doubts arise in your 
hearts?   

39Look at my hands and 
my feet; see that it is I 
myself. Touch me and 

see; for a ghost does not 
have flesh and bones as 

you see that I have.”  
Luke 24:36b-39 

 40And when he had said 
this, he showed them his 
hands and his feet. 41While 
in their joy they were 
disbelieving and still 
wondering, he said to them, 
“Have you anything here to 

eat?” 42They gave him a 

piece of broiled fish, 
43and he took it and ate 
in their presence. 
Luke 24:40-42 

Our mission is to celebrate and share God’s love in Jesus Christ 
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WELCOME TO ST. MICHAEL’S!   
If you are visiting with us for the first time, please share in all that is ours in Christ!  We invite you to 

consider making St. Michael’s your church home.  Please ask us about our participation in God’s 
mission in the world.  By God’s grace we celebrate and share Christ.  

Ministers: The People of St. Michael’s 
The Reverend Christopher Bruesehoff, Pastor (pastor@stmlutheran.org) 

Mark P. Dishong, Director of Music (markdishong@gmail.com) 
601 Kings Highway N., Cherry Hill, NJ 08034 

856-667-0973, Fax:  856-755-1247 
office@stmlutheran.org   www.stmichaelslutheranchurch.org 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24280 and OneLicense.net #A-711336. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in 

the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

PARISH CALENDAR 
Easter Sunday April 18  

8:15 AM Virtual Worship available on Facebook and YouTube 
11:00 AM Virtual Worship available on Facebook and YouTube 

6:00 PM Confirmation - Zoom Only  
Monday, April 19 

No Scheduled Activities 
Tuesday, April 20 

6:30 PM Property Committee Meeting - Zoom Only  
Wednesday, April 21 

11:00 AM Bible Study - Zoom Only  
7:00 PM Bible Study - Zoom Only  

Thursday, April 22 
10:00 AM - 12 Noon Joseph’s House Casserole Drop-Off  

Friday, April 23 
No Scheduled Activities 

Saturday, April 24 
No Activities scheduled 

Sunday, April 25 
8:15 AM Virtual Worship available on Facebook and YouTube 
11:00 AM Virtual Worship available on Facebook and YouTube 

6:00 PM Confirmation - Zoom Only 
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INTRODUCTION 
The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in which the risen Christ shares food with the 
disciples, meals that are the Easter template for the meal we share each Sunday. In today’s gospel, Jesus 
both shares the disciples’ food and shows them the meaning of his suffering, death, and resurrection 
through the scriptures, the two main elements of our Sunday worship. 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

PRELUDE  
  “The Spacious Firmament” - Haydn, arr. Robert Groth 

Handbell Ensemble 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Pastor:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
ALL: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Pastor:  Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.  
 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 
 
We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death to life, from 
tears to joy. We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 
like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with 
strangers. Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and 
forgiveness. Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. Make us one, risen Christ. 
Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
ALL:  Amen. 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN:  “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen” EARTH AND ALL STARTS                        ELW 377 

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926 Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. 

 

GREETING 
Pastor:  Alleluia! Christ is risen!   
ALL:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.   
ALL:  And also with you. 

1 Alleluia! Jesus is risen! 
 Trumpets resounding in glorious light! 
 Splendor, the Lamb, heaven forever! 
 Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! 
 

Refrain 
 Jesus is risen and we shall arise. 
 Give God the glory! Alleluia! 
 
2 Walking the way, Christ in the center 
 telling the story to open our eyes; 
 breaking our bread, giving us glory: 
 Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise.  

Refrain 
 

3 Jesus the vine, we are the branches; 
 life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree; 
 heaven to earth, Christ to the people, 
 gift of the future now flowing to me.  Refrain 
 
4 Weeping, be gone; sorrow, be silent: 
 death put asunder, and Easter is bright. 
 Cherubim sing: O grave, be open! 
 Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in light.  Refrain 
 
5 City of God, Easter forever, 
 golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb, 
 river of life, saints and archangels, 
 sing with creation to God the I AM!  Refrain 
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HYMN OF PRAISE:  “This Is the Feast” 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor:  Let us pray.  Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your 
children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
ALL:  Amen.  
 

FIRST READING Acts 3:12-19 
After healing a man unable to walk, Peter preaches to the people, describing how God’s promises to 
Israel have been fulfilled in Jesus. Through the proclamation of Christ’s death and resurrection, God is 
offering them forgiveness and restoration in Jesus’ name. 
 
Reader:  A reading from Acts. 
 
12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as 
though by our own power or piety we had made him walk?13The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and 
rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 14But you rejected the Holy and 
Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, 15and you killed the Author of life, whom 
God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16And by faith in his name, his name itself has made 
this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect 
health in the presence of all of you. 
  17“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18In this way God 
fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. 19Repent therefore, 
and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.” 
 
Reader:  The word of the Lord.  ALL:  Thanks be to God.   
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SECOND READING: 1 John 3:1-7  
God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not yet know the full details of our 
future existence, we trust that God will reveal it just as God revealed Jesus to take away our sins. 
 
Reader:  A reading from I Corinthians. 
 
1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are. 
The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children 
now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will 
be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as 
he is pure. 
  4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know that he was 
revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins 
has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is 
right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 
 
Reader:  The word of the Lord.  ALL:  Thanks be to God.   
 

GOSPEL CANTICLE:  “Alleluia” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL:  Luke 24:36b-48  
In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of the disciples to 
understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been raised and sends them on a mission 
to proclaim the message of repentance and forgiveness. 
 
Pastor: The holy gospel according to Luke.  ALL: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37They were startled 
and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and 
why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me 
and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40And when he had said this, 
he showed them his hands and his feet. 41While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, 
he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took 
it and ate in their presence. 
  44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that 
everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then 
he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the 
Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of 
sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of 
these things.” 
 
Pastor:  The Gospel of the Lord.  ALL:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  “Lord, Be Glorified”     BE GLORIFIED    #744 

Text: Bob Kilpatrick, b. 1952 Text © 1978 Bob Kilpatrick Music, assigned 1998 to The Lorenz Corporation. All rights reserved.Used by Permission from 
OneLicense.net #A-711336 

 

NICENE CREED   
ALL:  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 
the Father; through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the  virgin Mary and became truly human.  For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into  heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  We acknowledge one baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS 
Pastor:  Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who 
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
 
Living God, in the midst of Easter joy we are still filled with questions and wondering. Open our hearts 
and minds as we encounter the scriptures, so that the church embodies repentance and forgiveness in the 
name of Jesus to all nations. Hear us, O God. 
ALL:  Your mercy is great. 
 
Pastor:  Creating God, like a master artist you have fashioned the universe out of your love and delight. 
Heal your creation where it is in need of restoration. Provide all the inhabitants of earth a peaceful and 
sustainable home. Hear us, O God. 
ALL:  Your mercy is great. 
 
Pastor:  God of all, the nations hunger and thirst for your righteousness. Many call on you for guidance 
and strength. Answer their hopes with the peace of Christ and give your lovingkindness to national, 
state, and local leaders of people. Hear us, O God. 
ALL:  Your mercy is great. 
 
Pastor:  Healing God, you hear the cries of those in need and answer them in their distress. Grant to 
those who are sick and suffering your compassion and nurse them back to health and wholeness 
especially…those we name aloud now...and those we hold in our hearts. Be close to the hearts of the 
lonely. Hear us, O God. 
ALL:  Your mercy is great. 

1 In my life, Lord, be glorified, be glorified; 
 in my life, Lord, be glorified today. 
 
2 In our song, Lord, be glorified, be glorified; 
 in our song, Lord, be glorified today. 

3 In your church, Lord, be glorified, be glorified; 
 in your church, Lord, be glorified today. 
 
4 In your world, Lord, be glorified, be glorified. 
 In your world, Lord, be glorified today. 
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Pastor:  Loving Parent, you have given us such love that we should be called the children of God. Reveal 
yourself to us so that we in this community of faith will become more and more like you in our mutual 
love and bold witness. Hear us, O God. 
ALL:  Your mercy is great. 
 
Pastor:  God of all times and ages, those who have died in you now see you as you are. We thank you for 
their lives among us especially… Assure us of the peace you have promised, that we may join them in 
everlasting life. Hear us, O God. 
ALL:  Your mercy is great. 
 
Pastor:  In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
ALL:  Amen.  
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

Pastor:  The peace of Christ be with you always. ALL:  And also with you. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC 
   “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resound” - arr. Molly Ijames 
 

OFFERING 
Offering is still being gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. You are 
invited to send your offering in to the church office through the mail or by having your bank mail a 
check directly. You can also contribute using any of the electronic giving options found on our church 
website. 
 

OFFERATORY HYMN:  “Create in Me a Clean Heart”                   ELW #186 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and the gifts 
we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, 
Jesus Christ. ALL:  Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   
 
Pastor:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
ALL:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

LAMB OF GOD:                    ELW S146 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
Pastor:  Praise to you, O God, for your Word of life:  
creating a wondrous universe, proclaiming freedom from captivity, becoming the song of your people. 
We praise you, O God, for your Word. 
ALL: We praise you, O God, for your Word. 
  
Pastor:  Your Word is made flesh among us: 
with Mary in the garden, you call us by name. With Thomas beholding your wounds, you call us to 
believe. With sheep of others folds, we are gathered by your voice. Your Word names our death and our 
life:  a seed that falls into the earth and dies, rain and snow that come down from heaven to water the 
earth, a vine in which we abide. Through your Word, you appoint us to bear fruit, fruit that will last. We 
bless you, O God, for your Word. 
ALL: We bless you, O God, for your Word. 
  
Pastor:  By your living Word, we are witnesses of these things.  
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Breathe into us your Holy Spirit. Open our minds to understand the scriptures. Give us wisdom to 
declare what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with 
our hands concerning the word of life. Fill us with strength to love, not in word or speech alone, but in 
truth and action. With every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all 
that is in them, we join in the hymn of all creation, as we thank you, O God, for your life-giving Word. 
ALL: We thank you, O God, for your life-giving Word. Amen. 
 

BLESSING   
Pastor:  May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 

The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
ALL:  Amen 
 

SENDING HYMN  “This Joyful Eastertide”     VRUECHTEN                   ELW #391 

Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt. 

 

DISMISSAL   
A:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
ALL:   Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
A:  Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
ALL:   Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE   
 “Today in Triumph Christ Arose” - Setting by Donald Johns 

1 Christ is risen! Alleluia! 
 Risen our victorious head! 
 Sing his praises! Alleluia! 
 Christ is risen from the dead! 
 Gratefully our hearts adore him 
 as his light once more appears; 
 bowing down in joy before him,  
 rising up from griefs and tears. 
 
Refrain 
 Christ is risen! Alleluia! 
 Risen our victorious head! 
 Sing his praises! Alleluia! 
 Christ is risen from the dead! 
 
2 Christ is risen! All the sadness 
 of our Lenten fast is o'er; 
 through the open gates of gladness 
 he returns to life once more; 
 death and hell before him bending 
 see him rise, the victor now, 
 angels on his steps attending, 
 glory round his wounded brow.  Refrain 

3 Christ is risen! All the sorrow 
 that last evening round him lay 
 now has found a glorious morrow 
 in the rising of today.  
 See the grave its firstfruits giving,  
 springing up from holy ground; Christ was 

dead, but now is living; he was lost, but he is 
found.  Refrain 

 
4 Christ is risen! Henceforth never 
 death or hell shall us enthrall. 
 We are Christ's, in him forever 
 we have triumphed over all. 
 All the doubting and dejection 
 of our trembling hearts have ceased; 
 hail the day of resurrection! 
 Let us rise and keep the feast.  Refrain 
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 
 
Olavus Petri, priest, died 1552; Laurentius Petri, Bishop of Uppsala, died 1573; renewers of the 
church 
Monday, April 19, 2021 
These two brothers studied with Luther at the University of Wittenberg and then returned to their native 
Sweden to introduce the Lutheran reforms. Olavus published a catechism and hymnal; Laurentius was a 
professor who defended the office of bishop and later became one. 
 
Anselm, Bishop of Canterbury, died 1109 
Wednesday, April 21, 2021 
This eleventh-century monk was one of the greatest theologians of the Middle Ages. He is remembered 
for emphasizing the maternal aspects of God, and for the theory that the Son of God became human in 
order to make the necessary payment for our sin. 
 
Day of the Creation (Día de la Creación) (LLC) 
Thursday, April 22, 2021 
This observance invites us to notice and give God thanks for the wonders of the created universe. As 
stewards of that creation, we are also challenged to be careful in our use of it. 
 
Toyohiko Kagawa, renewer of society, died 1960 
Friday, April 23, 2021 
Born in Kobe, Japan, Kagawa was orphaned as a young child. Later, when he became Christian, he was 
disowned by the rest of his family. Wishing to bring Christian principles into society, he worked among 
poor people, established schools and hospitals, and worked for peace. 

JOSEPH’S HOUSE BREAKFAST CASSEROLES 
Joseph's House continues its ministry to feed the homeless in Camden. Thank you to the "Casserole 
Crew" for their support. The next opportunity to provide twelve (12) breakfast casseroles is 
Thursday, April 22. Please sign up using the new automated link. Casseroles can be dropped off at the 
Elkins Road door on April 22 from 10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon.  
 

Return to In-Person Worship 
As we progress through the pandemic, we are all anxious to get back to worshipping together.   St. 
Michael’s Council remains committed to the safety of our congregation and our community and 
therefore we are waiting for our area’s COVID status to reach Yellow (10 new cases per 100k people) 
before returning to indoor worship.   However, the Easter Vigil service showed that we CAN worship 
safely together - outside.  For the month of May, we will have one outdoor service each Sunday 
at 10am.   The outdoor service will be live streamed to Facebook and YouTube the same as our recorded 
services have been.   In the coming weeks, we will build upon what we learned from the Easter Vigil 
service to improve the video and sound quality while we are worshipping safely outside.    At this time, 
we are planning outdoor services for one month and then the Council will reassess our path forward 
based on latest COVID-19 status and community vaccination status.   If you have any questions, please 
reach out to Pastor Chris or Kim Billet.  



St. Michael’s Lutheran Church Parish Announcements 

12 

Friday Night Hangouts 

The next Friday Night Hangout will be May 28, 7-9 PM, on Zoom.  Look for an email with the Zoom 
link. 

Youth Group Facebook Group! 
The Youth Group now has a private Facebook group that can be reached from the church's main 
Facebook page.  Those who are involved with Youth Group and have a Facebook account are 
encouraged to join. 

Youth Sunday Planning 
We are working on planning Youth Sunday, scheduled for May 9.  If you would like to participate or 
have any questions, please contact Elizabeth at stmichaelslutheran.youthgroup@gmail.com. 

CROSS ROADS SUMMER CAMP! 
Looking forward to safe and fun activities for your kids or your family this summer? Cross Roads will be 
running 4 weeks of summer camp with programs for kids completing grades 2-12.  Check out their 
website (www.crossroadsretreat.com) for the schedule of week-long programs starting July 11. Cross 
Roads also offers family camp in August if you are looking for a great camp experience for the whole 
family!  Reach out to the Billet or Bruesehoff Families if you have any questions about camp and talk to 
Pastor Chris about financial resources that are available. 

LSM – Food Pantry 
Lutheran Social Ministries manages affordable housing in North Camden and a senior residence in 
Pennsauken. Our feeding ministry provides groceries monthly. These items are requested:  

•Beefaroni, Spaghetti O’s or Mini Ravioli 

•Grape jelly/jam 

•Cooking oils/spray 

•Coffee/non-dairy creamer 

•Long grain white rice (box or 1-2 pound bags) 

•Tuna, chicken, corned beef or Vienna sausages 

•Applesauce, canned pineapple/mixed fruits 

•Apple juice, iced tea mix or regular tea bags 

•Toilet tissue/paper towels 

•Laundry soap 

•Bar soap, toothpaste/brushes, deodorant, 
feminine hygiene items 

•Hispanic Adobo or Sazon seasoning; Goya 
tomato sauce 

H.O.P.E. Grief Support Group 
Helping Other People Evolve (H.O.P.E.) is a support group for those who have lost a spouse, partner or 
significant other. For over 40 years, it has comforted and supported people with their grieving 
experience. In-person meetings at St. Michael's are on hold. However, H.O.P.E. continues to host 
meetings on Wednesdays from 7:30 to 9:00 PM on Zoom. The next session begins Jan 6. For info call 
group leader Jean Hughes at 856-983-8867 or visit www.hopesnj.org.  

BIBLE STUDY/ADULT EDUCATION 
Bible Study will be April 21st, at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM over Zoom. The text will be John 10:11-18. If 
you have a chance please read the text before we meet. For more information check the weekly email or 
contact the church office.  

CONFIRMATION 
Confirmation classes will be held on today Sunday, April 18, and Sunday April 25 at 6:00 PM over 
Zoom only. If you need information to connect to this class please contact Pastor Chris.  

mailto:stmichaelslutheran.youthgroup@gmail.com
http://www.crossroadsretreat.com/
http://www.hopesnj.org
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FINANCIAL UPDATE FOR 
March 31, 2021 

Statement of Income and Expense 
Actual General Fund Income (ALL) = $50,902 

Actual General Fund Expenses = $82,077 
Expenses are exceeding income by $31,175  

 

Note: Actual General Fund Income does not include the transfer of 2020 Memorial Fund Income, 
$9,145; the transfer of Rental Fund Reserves, $25,000; and, the receipt of the SBA Payroll Protection 
Program grant, $30,612. 

 
Treasurer’s Note 

At our Annual Meeting on January 31, 2021, we approved a General Fund spending plan that anticipated 
our monthly total income would average $20,449. In March, monthly total income was $12,080, 40% 
less than the average. For the quarter ending March 31st, our budgeted monthly total income projection 
was $61,347. Our actual total income for the quarter was $50,902, 17% less than projected. 

What’s a QCD? 
If you are 70.5 or older and have an IRA you probably know what an RMD is, right? Each year you 
must withdraw from your account a Required Minimum Distribution. The RMD is taxable income.  
 

A Qualified Charitable Distribution is a way to satisfy all or part of your RMD, benefit your church or 
other qualified charitable organization, and reduce your adjusted gross income and taxable income 
resulting in a lower overall tax liability. 
 

Here is an example. Say you have an IRA and your Required Minimum Distribution for the current year 
is calculated by your IRA Custodian to be $5,000. You want to give St. Michael’s $2,500 during the 
year. Instead of writing checks to St. Michael’s and using the weekly envelopes, you contact your IRA 
Custodian and have them send a check for $2,500 directly to the congregation. When you prepare your 
tax returns, inform your tax professional that you made a QCD to St. Michael’s. (St. Michael’s will 
provide you with a gift letter acknowledging receipt of the gift you directed your IRA Custodian to 
facilitate.) Your adjusted gross income and taxable income is reduced by the amount of the QCD. You 
benefit St. Michael’s and you reduce your tax liability. This is a significantly greater tax benefit than the 
itemized charitable deduction which under the new tax law may be out of reach for many taxpayers as 
the standard deduction has increased significantly. 
Some members of St. Michael’s are already using QCDs to make their financial contributions to the 
congregation. If you have questions, please contact your tax professional or financial planner. Financial 
Secretary, Tom Gano, or Pastor Chris can also answer general questions about QCDs. 


