
 

 

 

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10 love one another with 
mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice 
in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to 
strangers. 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with 
those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be 
wiser than you are. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18 If it is 
possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the 
wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20 No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed 
them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their 
heads.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. Romans 12:9-21 

hopeful 

Romans 12 does not offer a unicorn-esque view of transformation as stewardship. Before we can care for people and 
their existential reality, we must examine the world and who we are in this world. The product of such examination 
ought to be a desire to enhance and improve our personal state so that how we live in this world and how we perceive 
this world changes. Transformation as stewardship is not complacency with the world’s current offering. We march for 
justice. We protest with our feet and with our prayers. We hope with our actions against anything that is inhumane and 
non-life giving or life affirming. What hope for the world is there if the church community genuinely cares for the 
needs of others, but lacks its own hope?  
Reflect: Do you consider yourself to be a hopeful person? Why or why not? How does your answer shape your ability 
to be generous?  
Pray: Generous God, we know that we have hope always through your son, Jesus Christ. Help us to hear you saying 
that over all the other voices of this world that try to drown you out. When times are hard, guide our feet so that we run 
to you—with both hands stretched out--instead of running away from you. Help us hold our head high with hope and 
give us a reminder today that hope is a spiritual lifeline that is unbreakable. It’s in Jesus precious name that we pray. 
Amen. 


