
 

1Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people their 
rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. 2 Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know 
my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not forsake the 
ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God. 
3 “Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” Look, 
you serve your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers. 4 Look, you fast 
only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will 
not make your voice heard on high. 5 Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? Is 
it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a 
fast, a day acceptable to the Lord? 6 Is not this the fast that I choose:  to loose the bonds of 
injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 
7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 8 Then 
your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your 
vindicator[a] shall go before you, the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. 

loving  

 
These words of Isaiah 58 echo down to us across the centuries. Although the culture, 
language, and millenium of our time are radically different, the message is no less pertinent. 
We live in a world where the problems seem overwhelming: world hunger, homelessness, 
epidemics--and these are just a few of the headlines on the front page. We are distressed by 
all the problems facing us. Being faithful stewards of all we have been given is a loving 
response. Generosity is necessary for our gaps in society to be filled. Sharing our time, 
talents, and money empowers all of us to build paths of life. Imagining with the Holy about a 
future time when humanity will reflect the hospitality of God can inspire us to action, 
reflecting the divine image that is within each of us. 
 
Reflect: How have you worked towards justice? How has your church worked towards 
justice?   
 
Pray:  Justice-loving Lord, you have given all peoples one common origin. It is your will 
that all should be gathered together as one family in you. Fill the hearts of all believers with 
the fire of your love and with the desire to ensure justice for all. By sharing the good things 
you give us, may we secure—through loving justice—release of the bond of injustice for all 
our siblings throughout the world. Help our light to break forth like the dawn, so that healing 
can spring up quickly. May there be an end to division, strife and war. May there be a 
dawning of a truly human society built on love and peace. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
our Lord. Amen. 
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