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Ninth Sunday After Pentecost 

July 25, 2021 at 10:00 AM 

4Now the Passover, the 
festival of the Jews, 
was near. 5When he 
looked up and saw a 
large crowd coming 

toward him, Jesus said 
to Philip, “Where are 

we to buy bread for 
these people to eat?” 

6He said this to test 
him, for he himself 
knew what he was 

going to do. 7Philip 
answered him, “Six 

months’ wages would 
not buy enough bread 

for each of them to get 
a little.” 8One of his 
disciples, Andrew,    

John 6:1-7 

Simon Peter’s brother, 
said to him, 9“There is 
a boy here who has 
five barley loaves and 
two fish. But what are 
they among so many 
people?” 10Jesus said, 
“Make the people sit 
down.” Now there was 
a great deal of grass in 
the place; so they sat 
down, about five 
thousand in all. 11Then 
Jesus took the loaves, 
and when he had given 
thanks, he distributed 
them to those who 
were seated; so also the 
fish, as much as they 
wanted. John 6:8-11 

Our mission is to celebrate and share God’s love in Jesus Christ 
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WELCOME TO ST. MICHAEL’S!   
If you are visiting with us for the first time, please share in all that is ours in Christ!  We invite 
you to consider making St. Michael’s your church home.  Please ask us about our participation 

in God’s mission in the world.  By God’s grace we celebrate and share Christ.  
 

Our worship service is streamed live to St. Michael’s Facebook and YouTube pages. Please 
keep conversation to a minimum in the sanctuary, you may be picked up by our sound system. If 
you prefer not to be seen on camera please speak to an usher and they will seat you outside of 

the video frame. Thank you for your understanding. 

Ministers: The People of St. Michael’s 
The Reverend Christopher Bruesehoff, Pastor (pastor@stmlutheran.org) 

Mark P. Dishong, Director of Music (markdishong@gmail.com) 
601 Kings Highway N., Cherry Hill, NJ 08034 

856-667-0973, Fax:  856-755-1247 
office@stmlutheran.org   www.stmichaelslutheranchurch.org 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24280 and 
OneLicense.net #A-711336. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Today is the first of five Sundays with gospel readings from John 6, the first four of 
which focus on Jesus as bread of life. Today Jesus feeds thousands of people with five 
loaves and two fish. What we have, what we bring to Jesus’ table, seems like it is not 
nearly enough to meet all the needs we see around us. But it is not the adequacy of our 
supplies or our skills that finally makes the difference: it is the power of Jesus working 
in the littlest and least to transform this world into the world God desires, a world 
where all the hungry are satisfied. 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
PRELUDE   “We Come to the Hungry Feast”  
 
GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
The assembly is invited to stand if able. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Pastor:  Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, 
the God of mercy. ALL: Amen. 
 
Pastor:  Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.       
Silence for reflection 
 
Pastor:  God, our provider, 
All:  help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways 
when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own 
understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and 
your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the words 
of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen. 
 
Pastor:  Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and 
nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through 
Jesus, ☩  the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into 
abundant life. ALL:  Amen. 
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ENTRANCE HYMN:  “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly” HOLY MANNA       ELW #461 

GREETING 
Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.   ALL:  And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

1 All who hunger gather gladly;  
holy manna is our bread. 
Come from wilderness and wand'ring.  
Here in truth we will be fed. 
You that yearn for days of fullness, 
all around us is our food. 
Taste and see the grace eternal. 
Taste and see that God is good. 
 

2 All who hunger, never strangers;  
seeker, be a welcome guest. 
Come from restlessness and roaming. 
Here in joy we keep the feast. 
We that once were lost and scattered 

in communion's love have stood. 
Taste and see the grace eternal. 
Taste and see that God is good. 
 

3 All who hunger, sing together, 
Jesus Christ is living bread. 
Come from loneliness and longing. 
Here in peace we have been fed. 
Blest are those who from this table 
live their days in gratitude. 
Taste and see the grace eternal. 
Taste and see that God is good. 

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993 Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor:  Let us pray. Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your 
children a longing for your word and a hunger for your truth. Grant that we may know 
your Son to be the true bread of heaven and share this bread with all the world, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
ALL:  Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
FIRST READING:  2 Kings 4:42-44 
Today’s reading is part of a larger section of 2 Kings that describes the miracles of 
Elisha, the successor to Elijah. Here the prophet gives food to a hungry crowd. Though 
there is not enough food to go around, Elisha trusts God, who provides enough and 
even more to satisfy the need. 
 
Reader:  A reading from 2 Kings. 
 
42A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to [Elisha,] the 
man of God: twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said, 
“Give it to the people and let them eat.” 43But his servant said, “How can I set this 
before a hundred people?” So he repeated, “Give it to the people and let them eat, for 
thus says the Lord, ‘They shall eat and have some left.’ ” 44He set it before them, they 
ate, and had some left, according to the word of the Lord. 
 
Reader:  The word of the Lord.   
ALL:  Thanks be to God.   
 
SECOND READING:  Ephesians 3:14-21 
We have been rooted and grounded in the love of Christ, which surpasses all human 
knowledge. Because Christ dwells in our hearts, our lives are continuously strengthened 
and empowered by the ongoing presence of the Spirit. 
 
Reader:  A reading from Ephesians. 
 
14For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15from whom every family in 
heaven and on earth takes its name. 16I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he 
may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through his 
Spirit, 17and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted 
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and grounded in love. 18I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the 
saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19and to know the love of 
Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 
20Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far 
more than all we can ask or imagine, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Reader:  The word of the Lord.   
ALL:  Thanks be to God.   
 
The assembly is invited to stand if able. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL:  John 6:1-21  
In John’s gospel, the miracles of Jesus are called “signs,” because they reveal the true 
character of God. As such, they remain within the mystery of God and cannot be 
brought under human control. 
 
Pastor: The holy gospel according to John.  ALL: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. 2A 
large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the 
sick. 3Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. 4Now the 
Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5When he looked up and saw a large crowd 
coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these people to 
eat?” 6He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. 7Philip 
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answered him, “Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get 
a little.” 8One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 9“There is a 
boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many 
people?” 10Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass 
in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. 11Then Jesus took the loaves, 
and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so also the 
fish, as much as they wanted. 12When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather 
up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” 13So they gathered them up, and 
from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled 
twelve baskets. 14When the people saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, 
“This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.” 15When Jesus realized that 
they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, he withdrew again to 
the mountain by himself. 16When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 
17got into a boat, and started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus 
had not yet come to them. 18The sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing. 
19When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and 
coming near the boat, and they were terrified. 20But he said to them, “It is I; do not be 
afraid.” 21Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached 
the land toward which they were going. 
 
Pastor:  The Gospel of the Lord.  ALL:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
SERMON 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 
the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS 
Pastor:  Rooted in Christ and grounded in the Spirit, we offer our prayers to God, 
responding to each petition with words from Psalm 145, “You are loving in all your 
works.”  
 
Pastor:  Caring for the church throughout the world, we pray for ecumenical cooperation 
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among the churches; for sustenance for assemblies that have been devastated by the 
coronavirus; and for insight as congregations resume their local programing. Be near to 
all who call upon you, faithful God: 
ALL:  You are loving in all your works. 
 
Pastor:  Thanking God for summertime in nature, we pray for fruitful fields and healthy 
animals; for rain to nourish lands that face wildfires, drought, or excessive heat; and for 
lakes, rivers, and oceans to be free from pollution. Be near to all who call upon you, 
mighty God: 
ALL:  You are loving in all your works. 
 
Pastor:  Mindful of the family of nations, we pray for all who govern; for Afghanistan, 
Ethiopia, South Africa, and other nations that are experiencing violence; for Germany 
and other nations devastated by climate change; for an increase of justice in our nation 
and around the world; and for the protection of the poor. Be near to all who call upon 
you, righteous God: 
ALL:  You are loving in all your works. 
 
Pastor:  On this Parents’ Day, we pray for all parents, that they find joy in life with their 
children and resilience for their tasks. And on this commemoration of the apostle James, 
we pray for those who in his memory go on religious pilgrimages, that they be kept safe 
in their travels and be drawn ever closer to your heart. Be near to all who call upon you, 
gracious God: 
ALL:  You are loving in all your works. 
 
Pastor:  Aware of all who suffer, we pray for a world still facing the coronavirus; for 
persons without employment, or adequate housing, or wholesome meals, or available 
health care, or the embrace of loved ones. We pray for the residents of Tokyo and for 
the First Nations of Canada. We pray for all with hidden sorrows; for those who live in 
fear; and for those we name here before you. . . Be near to all who call upon you, 
compassionate God: 
ALL:  You are loving in all your works. 
 
Pastor:  Confident of your love for each of us, we pray for ourselves, that we be 
strengthened in our inner being, and that you receive our prayers. Be near to all who call 
upon you, mothering God: 
ALL:  You are loving in all your works. 
 
Pastor:  Grateful for the witness of all who died in the faith, we pray that at the end we 
join with all the saints to share in your everlasting banquet. Be near to all who call upon 
you, eternal God: 
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ALL:  You are loving in all your works. 
 
Pastor:  We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your mercy, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. ALL: Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
Pastor:  The peace of Christ be with you always.  
ALL:  And also with you. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
SPECIAL MUSIC  
 
MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
OFFERING 
Offering is still being gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those 
in need. You are invited to place your offering in one of the offering plates located in the 
rear of the Sanctuary or send your offering to the church office through the mail or by 
having your bank mail a check directly. You can also contribute using any of the 
electronic giving options found on our church website. 
The assembly is invited to stand if able. 
 
The assembly is invited to stand if able. 
OFFERATORY HYMN:  “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful Lord”               ELW #182 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Pastor: Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to 
the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. 
Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world.  
ALL:  Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
ALL:  And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
ALL:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
ALL:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Pastor:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior 
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 
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HOLY HOLY 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER   
ALL:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Pastor: Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come! 
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LAMB OF GOD 

The assembly is seated. 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
All who are guided by faith to receive the Lord’s Supper are welcome at Christ’s table.  
We give thanks as we receive the real presence of our resurrected Lord in, with, and 
under the bread and the wine.  Communion will be distributed continuously, in 
household groups, under the direction of the usher.  Take an empty cup to receive from 
a pouring chalice (let the communion assistant know if you prefer grape juice).  Please 
let the pastor know if you require a gluten free host. When giving the bread and cup, the 
communion ministers say “The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed 
for you.” and each person may respond, “Amen”. Worshippers who are not yet 
communing are invited to come forward for a blessing. 
 
The assembly is invited to stand if able. 
TABLE BLESSING 
Pastor: The Body and Blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in 
Christ’s Grace   
All:  Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Pastor: Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever 
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ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with 
your own life. In your name we pray.  
All:  Amen. 
 
SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
BENEDICTION   

Pastor:  The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be 
upon you now and forever.   
ALL:  Amen 
 
SENDING HYMN    “Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken” JOYOUS LIGHT 
                ACS 966 

 
 
DISMISSAL   
Lector: Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
ALL:   Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE   “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” LINSTEAD        ELW 674 

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., 1923–2007 Text © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com.  

1 Loaves were broken, words were 
 spoken 
 by the Galilean shore. 
 Jesus, Bread of life from heaven, 
 was their food forevermore. 
 
Refrain 
 By your body broken for us, 
 by your wine of life outpoured, 
 Jesus, feed again your people. 
 Be our Host, our Life, our Lord. 
 
2 Loaves were broken, words were 
 spoken  
 in a quiet room one night. 
 In the bread and wine you gave them,  
 Christ, you came as Light from Light.  
Refrain 

 
3 Loaves are broken, words are 
 spoken, 
 as in faith we gather here. 
 Jesus speaks across the ages: 
 "I am with you; do not fear!"  Refrain 
 
4 By the loaves you break and give  
 us,  
 send us in your name to share 
 bread for which the millions  
 hunger,  
 words that tell your love and care.  
Refrain 
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 
James, Apostle 
Sunday, July 25, 2021 
James and his brother John were the sons of Zebedee, fishermen by trade before their 
call from Jesus. He was the first of the twelve apostles to be martyred, and his death is 
the only one recorded in scripture (Acts 12:1-2). 
 
Johann Sebastian Bach, died 1750; Heinrich Schütz, died 1672; George Frederick 
Handel, died 1759; musicians 
Wednesday, July 28, 2021 
These three German-born musicians have done much to enrich the life of the church. 
Schütz was an early master who focused on settings of biblical texts. Bach wrote over 
300 cantatas along with works for organ and instrumental pieces, and has been called 
the "fifth evangelist" for the way he proclaimed the gospel in music. Handel's great 
work, Messiah, is a setting of scriptural texts. 
 
Mary, Martha, and Lazarus of Bethany 
Thursday, July 29, 2021 
Friends of Jesus, Mary and Martha are remembered for the hospitality of their home that 
they offered him—Martha focused on serving their guest, and Mary on listening to him. 
Their brother Lazarus was raised from the dead as a sign of the greater resurrection to 
come. 
Olaf, King of Norway, martyr, died 1030 
Thursday, July 29, 2021 
Considered the patron saint of Norway, Olaf went from a life of piracy to becoming 
Christian and declaring himself king of Norway. He revised the laws and tried to 
administer them fairly. Driven from Norway in a rebellion, he was killed in battle trying 
to regain his kingdom. 

St. Michael’s Lutheran Church Parish Announcements 

PACK-A-SACK FOR BACK-TO-SCHOOL   
Please help us collect back-to-school items for the Interfaith Homeless 
Outreach Council. Child size backpacks are available in the narthex or 
you can buy your own to fill with back-to-school items such as pens, 
pencils, notebook paper, ruler, folders, or any type of school supplies that you think a 
child could use. IHOC will be distributing these items to the various homeless shelters 
in the area. Thank you for your support.  For more information, contact the church 
office. Filled backpacks should be returned by Sunday, August 15th. 
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Social Justice and Advocacy 
Ever wonder, what does this have to do with me? Or what can I do about these 
problems? We have, and we're talking about it! 

• We are hosting a book discussion of “Born a Crime” by Trevor Noah. Books are 
available for free, compliments of a Thrivent Grant.  They will be available after 
service on Sunday and also can be scheduled for a pick up at the church. The first 
discussion will be Monday, August 16, at 7:00 PM, in person and on zoom.  

 

• We are also hosting movie nights! Last month, a great group gathered to discuss 
environmental advocacy. Next, we're watching the "Mighty Rebekah" episode of 
Marvel’s Hero Project. 

 

We look forward to learning new perspectives, hearing new or different ideas and 
sharing our thoughts together.  

FINANCIAL UPDATE FOR 
June 30, 2021 

Statement of Income and Expense 
Actual General Fund Income (ALL) = $193,290 

Actual General Fund Expenses = $161,475 
Income is exceeding expenses by $31,815 

 

Note: Actual General Fund Income includes the transfer of 2020 Memorial Fund 
Income, $9,145; the transfer of Rental Fund Reserves, $25,000; and, the receipt of the 

SBA Payroll Protection Program grant, $30,612. 
 

Treasurer’s Note 
At our Annual Meeting on January 31, 2021, we approved a General Fund 
spending plan that anticipated our monthly total contributions income would 
average $20,449. In June, the monthly total was $22,410, 9.5% more than the 
average budgeted. For the six months ending June 30th, our budgeted monthly 
total contribution income projection was $118,048. Our actual total for the five 
months was $125,833, 6% more than projected. 

BIBLE STUDY/ADULT EDUCATION 
Bible Study groups and Prayer Service will take a break during the Summer and resume 
in the Fall. Please check the announcements to see when we will resume in the Fall.  


