
 
Third Sunday After Pentecost 

June 13, 2021 at 10:00 AM 
 

26[Jesus] said, “The 
kingdom of God is as if 
someone would scatter 

seed on the ground,27and 
would sleep and rise night 

and day, and the seed 
would sprout and grow, 
he does not know how. 
28The earth produces of 

itself, first the stalk, then 
the head, then the full 

grain in the head. 29But 
when the grain is ripe, at 
once he goes in with his 

sickle, because the 
harvest has come.” 30He 

also said, “With what can 
we compare the kingdom 

of God, or what parable 
will we use for it?  

Mark 4:26-30 

31It is like a mustard seed, 
which, when sown upon 
the ground, is the 
smallest of all the seeds 
on earth; 32yet when it is 
sown it grows up and 
becomes the greatest of 
all shrubs, and puts forth 
large branches, so that 
the birds of the air can 
make nests in its shade.” 
  33With many such 
parables he spoke the 
word to them, as they 
were able to hear it; 34he 
did not speak to them 
except in parables, but he 
explained everything in 
private to his disciples. 
Mark 4:31-34 

Our mission is to celebrate and share God’s love in Jesus Christ 
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WELCOME TO ST. MICHAEL’S!   
If you are visiting with us for the first time, please share in all that is ours in Christ!  We invite you to 

consider making St. Michael’s your church home.  Please ask us about our participation in God’s 
mission in the world.  By God’s grace we celebrate and share Christ.  

 
Our worship service is streamed live to St. Michael’s Facebook and YouTube pages. If you prefer not to 

be seen on camera please speak to an usher and they will seat you outside of the video frame.  
Thank you for your understanding. 

Ministers: The People of St. Michael’s 
The Reverend Christopher Bruesehoff, Pastor (pastor@stmlutheran.org) 

Mark P. Dishong, Director of Music (markdishong@gmail.com) 
601 Kings Highway N., Cherry Hill, NJ 08034 

856-667-0973, Fax:  856-755-1247 
office@stmlutheran.org   www.stmichaelslutheranchurch.org 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24280 and OneLicense.net #A-711336. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in 

the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 
PARISH CALENDAR 

 
Sunday, June 13 - Third Sunday After Pentecost 

10:00 AM In-Person and  
Live Streamed on Facebook and YouTube 

After 10:00 AM Service - ELCA Youth Gathering Meeting 
6:00 PM Narcotics Anonymous Meeting 

 
Monday, June 14 

Church Office Closed - Kelly Vacation 
 

Tuesday, June 15 
12:00 PM Narcotics Anonymous Meeting 

 
Wednesday, June 16 

11:00 AM Bible Study - In-Person and Zoom 
7:00 PM Bible Study - In-Person and Zoom 

 
Friday, June 18 

Church Office Closed - Summer Hours 
12:00 PM Narcotics Anonymous Meeting 

 
Sunday, June 20 Fourth Sunday After Pentecost 

10:00 AM In-Person and  
Live Streamed on Facebook and YouTube 
6:00 PM Narcotics Anonymous Meeting 
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INTRODUCTION 
The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient images of the tree of 
life. We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the power of God better imaged in a tiny, no-
account seed. It’s not the way we expect divine activity to look. Yet the tree of life is here, in the cross 
around which we gather, the tree into which we are grafted through baptism, the true vine that nourishes 
us with its fruit in the cup we share. It may not appear all that impressive, but while nobody’s looking it 
grows with a power beyond our understanding. 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

PRELUDE   “We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus” 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
The assembly is invited to stand if able. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Pastor:  Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of 
mercy. ALL: Amen. 
 
Pastor:  Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.       Silence for reflection 
 
Pastor:  God, our provider, 
All:  help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways when they differ 
from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own understanding rather than 
trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where 
else can we turn? Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen. 
 
Pastor:  Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By Jesus, 
the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, ☩  the bread of life, you are 
shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. ALL:  Amen. 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN:  “How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord”  REPTON       ELW #580 

 
 
 
 

1 How clear is our vocation, Lord,  
when once we heed your call 
to live according to your word 
and daily learn, refreshed, restored, 
that you are Lord of all,  
and will not let us fall. 

 
2 But if, forgetful, we should find 

your yoke is hard to bear; 
if worldly pressures fray the mind 
and life itself cannot unwind 
its tangled skein of care:  
our inward life repair. 

3 We marvel how your saints become  
in hindrances more sure;  
whose joyful virtues put to shame  
the casual way we wear your name, 
and by our faults obscure  
your pow'r to cleanse and cure. 

 
4 In what you give us, Lord, to do,  

together or alone, 
in old routines or ventures new, 
may we not cease to look to you,  
the cross you hung upon, 
all you endeavored done. 

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000 Text © 1982 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.  



4 

GREETING 
Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.    
ALL:  And also with you. 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor:  Let us pray. O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into 
yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in need, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
ALL:  Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

FIRST READING:  Ezekiel 17:22-24 
Tree imagery is used in a messianic prophecy to tell how the Lord will choose someone from Judah’s 
royal family (the cedar tree) to reign over all creation. This tree will be planted on Mount Zion, the 
location of the holy temple. 
 
Reader:  A reading from Ezekiel. 
 
22Thus says the Lord God:  I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar; I will set it out. I will 
break off a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs; I myself will plant it on a high and lofty 
mountain. 23On the mountain height of Israel I will plant it, in order that it may produce boughs and bear 
fruit, and become a noble cedar. Under it every kind of bird will live; in the shade of its branches will 
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nest winged creatures of every kind. 24All the trees of the field shall know that I am the Lord. I bring 
low the high tree, I make high the low tree; I dry up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. I the 
Lord have spoken; I will accomplish it. 
 
Reader:  The word of the Lord.   
ALL:  Thanks be to God.   
 
 

SECOND READING:  2 Corinthians 5:6-17 
Paul encourages believers to live by faith and not by sight. We do not consider Jesus from a human 
perspective but through the eyes of faith, believing he died for all and was raised. All who are in Christ 
are now in God’s new creation. 
 
Reader:  A reading from 2 Corinthians. 
 
6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are away 
from the Lord—7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather 
be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, we make it our 
aim to please him. 10For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may 
receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil. 11Therefore, knowing the 
fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are well known to God, and I hope that we 
are also well known to your consciences. 12We are not commending ourselves to you again, but giving 
you an opportunity to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast in outward 
appearance and not in the heart. 13For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right 
mind, it is for you. 14For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for 
all; therefore all have died. 15And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for 
themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them. 16From now on, therefore, we regard no one 
from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know 
him no longer in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed 
away; see, everything has become new! 
 
Reader:  The word of the Lord.   
ALL:  Thanks be to God.   
 
The assembly is invited to stand if able. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL:  Mark 4:26-34 
Jesus frequently uses parables to teach ordinary people as they are able to hear and understand. Images of sowing and 
growing show the vitality of God’s kingdom. 
 

Pastor: The holy gospel according to Mark.  ALL: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground,27and would sleep 
and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. 28The earth produces 
of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once 
he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.” 30He also said, “With what can we compare the 
kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon 
the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the 
greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its 
shade.” 33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; 34he did not 
speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples. 
 
Pastor:  The Gospel of the Lord.  ALL:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The assembly is seated. 

SERMON 
 
The assembly is invited to stand if able. 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's 
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he 
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come 
to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS 
Pastor:  Let us unite before God in prayer, responding to each petition with the words “Grant us your 
life.” 
 
Holy God, Fount of blessings, we pray for the church: that the seeds of faith which you plant take root 
and grow; that those churches that are emerging from the pandemic re-gather their members in safety; 
and that you bless the church in Ethiopia and other places that are experiencing great distress. Hear our 
prayers, O Giver of all goodness:   ALL:  Grant us your life. 
 
Pastor:  We pray for the earth: that the trees and plantings in national forests be protected; that farms 
around the globe be safeguarded from drought, flood, and pestilence; and that wild animals thrive in the 
habitat they require. Hear our prayers, O Giver of all goodness:   ALL:  Grant us your life. 
 
Pastor:  We pray for the nations: that world leaders care for those in greatest need; that all prejudices 
cease; that the might of tyrants be halted; that journalists be kept safe from harassment; that the displaced 
find a welcome homeland; and that peace reign between nations. Hear our prayers, O Giver of all 
goodness:   ALL:  Grant us your life. 
 
Pastor:  We pray for the aged: that they be embraced by their relatives and friends; and that their many 
needs be met. And we pray for the children: that they be protected from harm and danger; and that 
summertime give them opportunity to enjoy nature’s bounty. Hear our prayers, O Giver of all goodness: 
ALL:  Grant us your life. 
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Pastor:  We pray for health and wholeness: for countries where COVID-19 is accelerating and vaccines 
are not available; for relief agencies, that the hungry be fed; for those who are beaten down by poverty 
and homelessness; for those who are suffering from climate disasters; for any who are sick, those with 
no access to medical care, especially for... , for those we name here before you...and those we hold in our 
hearts  Hear our prayers, O Giver of all goodness: 
ALL:  Grant us your life. 
 
Pastor:  We pray finally for ourselves: that you give us the grace to welcome anything new that comes 
from you; and that in mercy you receive our private petitions. Hear our prayers, O Giver of all goodness: 
ALL:  Grant us your life. 
 
Pastor:  For all who have died in the faith, and for those whom we remember here before you, we offer 
our thanks, gracious Redeemer. For all who will die today, we ask your mercy. And at the end that we 
join with all your people in the perfection of your presence, we pray. Hear our prayers, O Giver of all 
goodness: 
ALL:  Grant us your life. 
 
Pastor:  To you we pray, O God, our Source, Sovereign, and Strength, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  
ALL:  Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
 

Pastor:  The peace of Christ be with you always.  
ALL:  And also with you. 
 
The assembly is seated. 

SPECIAL MUSIC  
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 

OFFERING 
Offering is still being gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. You are 
invited to place your offering in one of the offering plates located in the rear of the Sanctuary or send 
your offering to the church office through the mail or by having your bank mail a check directly. You can 
also contribute using any of the electronic giving options found on our church website. 
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The assembly is invited to stand if able. 
OFFERATORY HYMN:  “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful Lord”                 ELW #182 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Pastor: Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of 
plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be what we 
receive here, your body for the life of the world.  
ALL:  Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
ALL:  And also with you. 
  
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
ALL:  We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
ALL:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Pastor:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY HOLY 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   
ALL:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Pastor: Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come! 
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LAMB OF GOD 

The assembly is seated. 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
All who are guided by faith to receive the Lord’s Supper are welcome at Christ’s table.  We give thanks 
as we receive the real presence of our resurrected Lord in, with, and under the bread and the wine.  
Communion will be distributed continuously, in household groups, under the direction of the usher.  

Take an empty cup to receive from a pouring chalice (let the communion assistant know if you prefer 

grape juice).  Please let the pastor know if you require a gluten free host. When giving the bread and 
cup, the communion ministers say “The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for 
you.” and each person may respond, “Amen”. Worshippers who are not yet communing are invited to 

come forward for a blessing. 

 
The assembly is invited to stand if able. 
TABLE BLESSING 
Pastor: The Body and Blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in Christ Grace 
All:  Amen. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Pastor: Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As you have 
nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your name we pray. 
All:  Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

BENEDICTION   
Pastor:  The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be upon you now 
and forever.  ALL:  Amen 
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SENDING HYMN    “Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word”  GOTT SEI DONK         ELW 663 

 
DISMISSAL   
Lector: Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
ALL:   Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE   “How Firm A Foundation” 
 
 
 

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 
Basil the Great, Bishop of Caesarea, died 379; Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa, died around 385; 
Gregory of Nazianzus, Bishop of Constantinople, died around 389; Macrina, teacher, died around 
379 
Monday, June 14, 2021 
The Cappadocian fathers, as the three men in this group are known, explored the mystery of the Holy 
Trinity. Basil's monastic rule forms the basis for Eastern monastic life. Gregory of Nazianzus defended 
orthodox Christianity in Constantinople. Gregory of Nyssa, Basil's younger brother, wrote on the 
spiritual life. Macrina, older sister of Basil and Gregory of Nyssa, was the leader of a community 
dedicated to asceticism, meditation, and prayer. 
 
Emanuel Nine, martyrs, died 2015 
Thursday, June 17, 2021 
On June 17, 2015, Clementa C. Pinckney, Cynthia Marie Graham Hurd, Susie Jackson, Ethel Lee Lance, 
DePayne Middleton-Doctor, Tywanza Sanders, Daniel Lee Simmons, Sharonda Coleman-Singleton, and 
Myra Thompson were murdered by a self-professed white supremacist while they were gathered for 
Bible study and prayer at the Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church (often referred to as Mother 
Emanuel) in Charleston, South Carolina. Pastors Pinckney and Simmons were both graduates of the 
Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary. A resolution to commemorate June 17 as a day of repentance 
for the martyrdom of the Emanuel Nine was adopted by the Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America on August 8, 2019. Congregations of the ELCA are encouraged reaffirm 
their commitment to repenting of the sins of racism and white supremacy which continue to plague this 
church, to venerate the martyrdom of the Emanuel Nine, and to mark this day of penitence with study 
and prayer. 

1 Spread, oh, spread, almighty Word, 
 spread the reign of God the Lord. 
 Send forth our Creator's call, 
 heaven's gifts extend to all. 
 
2 Tell of our Redeemer's grace, 
 who, to save our human race 
 and to pay rebellion's price, 
 gave himself as sacrifice. 
 

3 Tell of God the Spirit giv'n 
 now to guide us on to heav'n, 
 strong and holy, just and true, 
 working both to will and do. 
 
4 Lord of harvest, great and kind, 
 rouse to action heart and mind; 
 let the gath'ring nations all 
 see your light and heed your call. 

Text: Ronald A. Klug, b. 1939, alt. Text Text: Jonathan F. Bahnmaier, 1774-1841; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, alt. Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Wor-
ship, admin.  
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St. Michael’s Lutheran Church Parish Announcements 

BIBLE STUDY/ADULT EDUCATION 
Bible Study will be June 16, at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM in-person and over Zoom. The text will be Mark 
4:35-41. If you have a chance please read the text before we meet. For more information check the 
weekly email or contact the church office.  

H.O.P.E. Grief Support Group 
Helping Other People Evolve (H.O.P.E.) is a support group for those who have lost a spouse, partner or 
significant other. For over 40 years, it has comforted and supported people with their grieving 
experience. In-person meetings at St. Michael's are on hold. However, H.O.P.E. continues to host 
meetings on Wednesdays from 7:30 to 9:00 PM on Zoom. The next session begins Jan 6. For info call 
group leader Jean Hughes at 856-983-8867 or visit www.hopesnj.org.  

LSM – Food Pantry 
Lutheran Social Ministries manages affordable housing in North Camden and a senior residence in 
Pennsauken. Our feeding ministry provides groceries monthly. These items are requested:  

•Beefaroni, Spaghetti O’s or Mini Ravioli 

•Grape jelly/jam 

•Cooking oils/spray 

•Coffee/non-dairy creamer 

•Long grain white rice (box or 1-2 pound bags) 

•Tuna, chicken, corned beef or Vienna sausages 

•Applesauce, canned pineapple/mixed fruits 

•Apple juice, iced tea mix or regular tea bags 

•Toilet tissue/paper towels 

•Laundry soap 

•Bar soap, toothpaste/brushes, deodorant, 
feminine hygiene items 

•Hispanic Adobo or Sazon seasoning; Goya 
tomato sauce 

ELCA Youth Gathering Information Session 

 
On June 13, following the 10AM church service, there will be an information meeting about the 
upcoming ELCA Youth Gathering scheduled to take place in Summer 2022.  All youth who will be 
entering 8th - 12th grade this Fall are eligible to participate in this Gathering.  Come learn what the 
Gathering is, some of what to expect at a Gathering, and hear about some experiences of those who 
participated in previous Gatherings.  This is just an information session, there is no requirement to sign 
up for the Gathering at this time.  If you have any questions, reach out to Elizabeth at 
stmichaelslutheran.youthgroup@gmail.com. 
 

http://www.hopesnj.org
mailto:stmichaelslutheran.youthgroup@gmail.com
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FINANCIAL UPDATE FOR May 31, 2021 
Statement of Income and Expense 

Actual General Fund Income (ALL) = $167,361 
Actual General Fund Expenses = $128,794 
Income is exceeding expenses by $38,567 

Note: Actual General Fund Income includes the transfer of 2020 Memorial Fund Income, $9,145; the 
transfer of Rental Fund Reserves, $25,000; and, the receipt of the SBA Payroll Protection Program grant, 
$30,612. 

Treasurer’s Note 
At our Annual Meeting on January 31, 2021, we approved a General Fund spending plan that anticipated 
our monthly total contributions income would average $20,449. In May, the monthly total was $16,175, 
21% less than the average. For the five months ending May 31st, our budgeted monthly total contribution 
income projection was $102,148. Our actual total for the five months was $102,604, less than 1% more 
than projected. 

JOSEPH’S HOUSE BREAKFAST CASSEROLES 
Joseph's House continues its ministry to feed the homeless in Camden. Thank you to the "Casserole 
Crew" for their support. The next opportunity to provide twelve (12) breakfast casseroles is 
Thursday, June 24. Please sign up using the new automated link. Casseroles can be dropped off at the 
Elkins Road door on June 24 from 10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon.  
 


